Division S-4 was one of the original divisions of the Soil Science Society of America. Papers were presented in Div. S-4 for the first time at the annual meeting in 1936 and were published in 1937 in the first volume of the Soil Science Society of America Proceedings. Two subdivisions of Div. S-4 existed for a number of years. Organic soils, S-4a, was started in 1945 and continued until 1962 when it was dissolved. Plant Nutrients, S-4b, was started in 1954 and was a subdivision until 1964 when it was elevated to divisional status as Div. S-8, Fertilizer Technology and Use.
Division S-4 has had three names. Originally it was called Soil Fertility, but in 1962 the name was changed to Soil Fertility, Fertilizers, and Plant Nutrition. When S-4b was elevated to divisional status in 1964, the name of Div. S-4 again was changed to Soil Fertility and Plant Nutrition. Chair and Division Board of Directors Representatives for Div. S-4 are listed in Table  1 .
During the period 1961 to 1985, a total of 733 papers was published in Div. S-4. The yearly number ranged from 20 in 1965 to 45 in 1985. Topics related to N and P were the most numerous during this 25-yr period.
In the 1960s there were many papers dealing with various aspects of P fertilization, such as effects of water solubility of P, phosphate rock availability, time and rate of P application, and use of partially acidulated phosphate rock. Also, urea hydrolysis and its availability to plants was the subject of many papers. From the mid-1960s through 1973 much research was concerned with various aspects of Zn fertility and with P-Zn interactions. It was found that application of P fertilizers induced Zn deficiencies on soils in which Zn levels were marginal. Attention was focused on uptake and translocatipn of Zn as influ on relative concentrations of Zn and P tissue associated with Zn deficiencie Other papers on Zn discussed soil sponses, and residual effects.
In the 1970s N fertilization and re were popular subjects. The activities stimulated numerous studies in the rea of fertilizer N. These involved N mov NOf-N accumulation in subsoils, and covery related to form of N applied. tilizer prices in the mid-1970s, there w terest in the N mineralization potent soil tests measuring available soil N. 
